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(c) Prohibited provisions. Lease clauses 
which fall within the classifications 
listed below shall not be included in 
any Lease. 

(1) Confession of judgment. Prior con-
sent by tenant to any lawsuit the land-
lord may bring against him in connec-
tion with the Lease and to a judgment 
in favor of the landlord. 

(2) Distraint for rent or other charges. 
Authorization to the landlord to take 
property of the tenant and hold it as a 
pledge until the tenant performs any 
obligation which the landlord has de-
termined the tenant has failed to per-
form. 

(3) Exculpatory clause. Agreement by 
tenant not to hold the landlord or land-
lord’s agents liable for any acts or 
omissions whether intentional or neg-
ligent on the part of the landlord or 
the landlord’s authorized representa-
tive or agents. 

(4) Waiver of legal notice to tenant prior 
to actions for eviction or money judg-
ments. Agreement by tenant that the 
landlord may institute suit without 
any notice to the tenant that the suit 
has been filed. 

(5) Waiver of legal proceedings. Author-
ization to the landlord to evict the ten-
ant or hold or sell the tenant’s posses-
sions whenever the landlord determines 
that a breach or default has occurred, 
without notice to the tenant or any de-
termination by a court of the rights 
and liabilities of the parties. 

(6) Waiver of jury trial. Authorization 
to the landlord’s lawyer to appear in 
court for the tenant and to waive the 
tenant’s right to a trial by jury. 

(7) Waiver of right to appeal judicial 
error in legal proceedings. Authorization 
to the landlord’s lawyer to waive the 
tenant’s right to appeal on the ground 
of judicial error in any suit or the ten-
ant’s right to file a suit in equity to 
prevent the execution of a judgment. 

(8) Tenant chargeable with costs of 
legal actions regardless of outcome. 
Agreement by the tenant to pay attor-
ney’s fees or other legal costs whenever 
the landlord decides to take action 
against the tenant even though the 
court finds in favor of the tenant. 
(Omission of such clause does not mean 

that the tenant as a party to a lawsuit 
may not be obligated to pay attorney’s 
fee or other costs if he loses the suit.) 

§ 884.216 Termination of tenancy. 

(a) The owner is responsible for ter-
mination of tenancies, including evic-
tions. However, conditions for payment 
of housing assistance payments for any 
resulting vacancies must be as set 
forth in § 884.106(c)(1). Failure of the 
family to sign and submit consent 
forms for the obtaining of wage and 
claim information from State Wage In-
formation Collection Agencies, as pro-
vided by 24 CFR part 5, shall be 
grounds for termination of tenancy. 
For provisions requiring termination of 
assistance for failure to establish citi-
zenship or eligible immigration status, 
including the applicable informal re-
quirements, see 24 CFR part 5 and also 
for provisions concerning assistance for 
mixed families (families whose mem-
bers include those with eligible immi-
gration status, and those without eligi-
ble immigration status) in lieu of ter-
mination of assistance, and for provi-
sions concerning deferral of termi-
nation of assistance. 

(b) Termination of tenancy for crimi-
nal activity by a covered person is sub-
ject to 24 CFR 5.858 and 5.859, and ter-
mination of tenancy for alcohol abuse 
by a covered person is subject to 24 
CFR 5.860. 

[56 FR 7541, Feb. 22, 1991, as amended at 60 
FR 14845, Mar. 20, 1995; 61 FR 13594, Mar. 27, 
1996; 61 FR 47382, Sept. 6, 1996; 66 FR 28798, 
May 24, 2001] 

§ 884.217 Maintenance, operation and 
inspections. 

(a) Maintenance and operation. The 
Owner shall maintain and operate the 
project so as to provide Decent, Safe, 
and Sanitary housing and he shall pro-
vide all the services, maintenance and 
utilities which he agrees to provide 
under the Contract, subject to abate-
ment of housing assistance payments 
or other applicable remedies if he fails 
to meet these obligations. 

(b) Inspection prior to occupancy. Prior 
to occupancy of any unit by a Family, 
the Owner and the Family shall inspect 
the unit and both shall certify, on 
forms prescribed by HUD, that they 
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